AMONG   THE   NATIVE  PRINCES     111
Gaekwar of Baroda is one of those princes
who is anxious to do all he can for the ad-
vancement of his subjects. He encourages
the students in his state schools to take up
modern subjects, and to enter with intelli-
gence into the life of their country. We
have here one of the divisions into which
the Mahrattas fell when their power was
broken, and of the same race are the Maharaja
Seindia of Gwalior and Maharaja Holkar of
Indore, and farther south the Raja of Kol-
hapur. The little state of Jinjiaa, close to
the capital, has a Nawab of Abyssinian de-
scent. It would take too long to enumerate
the 350 Native States, some Hindu, some Ma-
homedan, some Mahratta, scattered through-
out the Bombay Presidency, but it is plain that
the Prince of Wales' first task was to receive
the native chiefs of India, and to make him-
self acquainted with their ideals and aspira-
tions. It was incumbent upon him to see
that their efforts for the amelioration of their
people should meet with due support and
encouragement.
Thus it came to pass that the comfortable
bungalows on Malabar Hill were rented for a
week or so by the great rajas or native rulers
who came into Bombay to pay their jiomage
to their Prince. Their arrival added to the